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* *Th i s paper a t tempts to determine the e f f e c t s o f 
r e l e v a n t s o c i a l f a c t o r s on co l l ege s t u d e n t s ' f e r t i l i t y 
v a l u e s , examining how these v a r i a b l e s and f e r t i l i t y 
values are assoc ia ted w i t h a t t i t u d e s toward govern -
mental p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . Having hypo thes ized t h a t 
f e r t i l i t y va lues w i l l vary by r e l i g i o n , s o c i a l 
c l a s s , race and pe rcep t i on o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n , the 
f i n d i n g s i n d i c a t e t h a t a l l the independent v a r i a b l e s 
except race were r e l a t e d t o f e r t i l i t y va lues i n the 
p r e d i c t e d d i r e c t i o n a t low t o moderate l e v e l s . The 
r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l s o f a s s o c i a t i o n between these 
v a r i a b l e s and f e r t i l i t y values suggest t h a t the former 
y i e l d l i t t l e ev idence f rom which f e r t i l i t y va lues can 
be p r e d i c t e d . However, f e r t i l i t y va lues are found t o 
be a s t r ong i n d i c a t o r o f acceptance o f governmental 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l . 
Accord ing t o Blake (1969 :522 ) , "pressure on the f e d e r a l government 
' f o r a c t i o n ' t o l i m i t p o p u l a t i o n growth i n the U n i t e d Sta tes has i n t e n s i -
f i e d g r e a t l y du r i ng the pas t 10 y e a r s , and a t p resen t such a c t i o n i s 
v i r t u a l l y unchal lenged as an o f f i c i a l n a t i o n a l g o a l . " Thus, a l though 
v o l u n t a r y a c t i o n i s s t i l l w i d e l y accepted as an i d e a l , more and more 
observers argue t h a t the urgency o f ove rpopu la t i on demands compulsion 
( E h r l i c h , 1968-, H a r d i n . 1968; Lamson, 1970; P r e s c o t t , 1969; Chasteen, 1971) . 
Indeed, many a u t h o r i t i e s have concluded t h a t p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l can never 
be achieved as long as couples are f r e e t o have as many c h i l d r e n as they 
so d e s i r e . Since the success o f governmental a c t i o n t o l i m i t p o p u l a t i o n 
growth i s i n p a r t dependent upon a coup le ' s w i l l i n g n e s s t o accept c e r t a i n 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e i r f e r t i l i t y behav io r , knowledge o f those f a c t o r s 
t h a t i n f l u e n c e f e r t i l i t y behav io r and those t h a t a f f e c t acceptance o f 
f e r t i l i t y c o n t r o l i s g r e a t l y needed. 
*A ve rs ion o f t h i s paper was presented a t the annual meetings o f the P a c i f i c 
Soc io log i ca l A s s o c i a t i o n , March 1974, San Jose , C a l i f o r n i a . 
**The above a b s t r a c t i s the e d i t o r ' s own a d d i t i o n . 
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w i t h the emergence o f a concern w i t h the "popu la t i on 
d i lemma," researchers i n the behav iora l sciences have tended to focus 
a t t e n t i o n on on l y a l i m i t e d aspect o f the problem — the determinants o f 
f a m i l y s i z e . Numerous s tud ies have concent ra ted p r i m a r i l y on the r e l a t i o n -
ships between s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and d i f f e r e n t i a l s i n both ac tua l and 
p r e f e r r e d f a m i l y s i z e . Given t h i s focus on the s o c i a l c o r r e l a t e s o f 
f e r t i l i t y behav io r , i t i s s u r p r i s i n g t o note the pauc i t y o f research i n 
t h i s area on c o l l e g e p o p u l a t i o n s . Moreover, no s t u d i e s have a t tempted t o 
r e l a t e f e r t i l i t y values t o the broader problem o f popu la t i on c o n t r o l . 
S t i l l , t he re i s an obvious need to move toward a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s between determinants o f f e r t i l i t y , f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s , 
and r e c e p t i v i t y t o popu la t i on c o n t r o l . Given these d e f i c i e n c i e s i n the 
p r i o r resea rch , the i n t e n t o f t h i s study i s t w o - f o l d . F i r s t , we wish 
to determine the e f f e c t o f r e l e v a n t soc i a l f a c t o r s on co l l ege s t u d e n t s ' 
f e r t i l i t y va l ues . Second, we w i l l examine how both these v a r i a b l e s and 
f e r t i l i t y values are assoc ia ted w i t h a t t i t u d e s toward governmental popu la -
t i o n c o n t r o l . 
Research on d i f f e r e n t i a l f e r t i l i t y values o f co l l ege s tudents revea ls 
t h a t the sma l les t f a m i l i e s are des i red by those s tudents who have no s p e c i f i c 
r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n and by those who are r e l a t i v e l y concerned about the 
problems o f ove rpopu la t i on (Westof f and P o t v i n , 1967; Darney, 1970) . A l though 
there i s minimal research on the assoc ia t i on between r a c e , s o c i a l c l a s s , 
and the f e r t i l i t y values o f c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , research on the general popu la -
t i o n has shown t h a t non-whi tes have a h igher f e r t i l i t y l e v e l than wh i tes 
and t h a t lower c lass f a m i l i e s have a h ighe r f e r t i l i t y l e v e l than midd le 
and upper c lass f a m i l i e s (Bogue, 1967; B lake , 1969; Smith and Zop f , 1970) . 
Bogue (1967) f i n d s , however, t h a t a cons iderab le p a r t o f the f e r t i l i t y 
v a r i a t i o n s between wh i tes and non-whi tes may be exp la i ned by d i f f e r e n c e s i n 
l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n . He n o t e s , i n f a c t , t h a t the b lack c o l l e g e educated popu la -
t i o n has a lower f e r t i l i t y r a t e than t h e i r w h i t e c o u n t e r p a r t s . L i k e w i s e , 
i n cons ider ing d i f f e r e n t i a l f e r t i l i t y p a t t e r n s , we must n o t e , a long w i t h 
Bogue (1967) , t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s i n educat iona l a t t a i nmen t o f va r ious members 
o f the upper, m i d d l e , and lower c lasses account f o r much o f t h i s v a r i a t i o n . 
To understand the impact o f s o c i a l c lass and r a c i a l f a c t o r s on f e r t i l i t y 
des i res o f the c o l l e g e p o p u l a t i o n , we s h a l l examine the unique p o s i t i o n s o f 
both the b lack s tudent and the s tuden t w i t h a lower c lass background. I t 
may be assumed t h a t , through the s o c i a l i z a t i o n process endemic t o c o l l e g e 
s e t t i n g s , these s tudents become aware o f and respons ive t o p redominant ly 
middle c lass a t t i t u d e s and v a l u e s . F u r t h e r , they c e r t a i n l y recognize t h a t 
t h e i r p o t e n t i a l f o r upward m o b i l i t y has been increased by t h e i r educa t iona l 
a t t a i n m e n t . Thus, as Freeman (1963) n o t e s , when these groups become cogn izan t 
o f the consequences o f f e r t i l i t y f o r both t h e i r p resen t and f u t u r e s i t u a t i o n s , 
acqu i re knowledge o f b i r t h c o n t r o l methods, and have the i n c e n t i v e to use 
them as one way o f t r a n s l a t i n g r i s i n g expec ta t ions i n t o r e a l i t y , a r e d u c t i o n 
i n f e r t i l i t y may be expec ted . 
The remainder o f t h i s rev iew w i l l a t tempt t o demonstrate the importance 
o f f e r t i l i t y values f o r an adequate understanding o f r e c e p t i v i t y t o popu la t i on 
c o n t r o l . I n i t i a l l y , c o g n i t i v e balance models prov ide the bas is f o r p r e d i c t i n g 
t h a t low f e r t i l i t y des i res s t reng then p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e s toward p o p u l a t i o n 
c o n t r o l (He ide r , 1958; F e s t i n g e r , 1957) . The e m p i r i c a l ev idence c e r t a i n l y 
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supports t h i s p r e d i c t i o n . E i s n e r , T ienhoven, and Rosenblah (1970) f o r example, 
found t h a t s tudents and f a c u l t y who des i re two o r less c h i l d r e n were more 
l i k e l y t o be i n f avo r o f l i m i t i n g f a m i l y s i ze than those who p r e f e r th ree o r 
more c h i l d r e n . A c o g n i t i v e balance i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f these f i n d i n g s would 
assume t h a t the s tuden t was seeking a balance between h i s a t t i t u d e s toward 
f e r t i l i t y values and p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . E s s e n t i a l l y , the balance model 
ho lds t h a t a t t i t u d e s toward o b j e c t s , persons , and so on have p o s i t i v e o r 
negat ive va lences , and t h a t the re i s a tendency f o r i n d i v i d u a l s t o change 
a t t i t u d e s which are no t consonant i n order t o e s t a b l i s h or ma in ta in a 
balanced a t t i t u d i n a l s t a t e (He ide r , 1958) . Thus, we may hypothes ize t h a t 
the ba lanc ing process occurs i n the f o l l o w i n g sequence. F i r s t , the i n d i v i d u a l 
who des i res a l a rge f a m i l y forms a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e toward h igh f e r t i l i t y . 
Second, du r ing c o g n i t i v e i n t e r a c t i o n , the i n d i v i d u a l eva lua tes the i m p l i c a -
t i o n s o f f e r t i l i t y c o n t r o l f o r h i s f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . I f he perce ives 
f e r t i l i t y l i m i t a t i o n s as a p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t , t o h i s be ing able to have as 
many c h i l d r e n as he d e s i r e s , the i n d i v i d u a l i s expected to view f e r t i l i t y 
c o n t r o l as negat ive toward h igh f e r t i l i t y . T h i r d , s i nce a balance occurs when 
the re are e i t h e r no nega t i ve s igns o r two nega t i ves i n t he r e l a t i o n between 
the i n d i v i d u a l , h igh f e r t i l i t y , and f e r t i l i t y c o n t r o l , the i n d i v i d u a l i s 
expected t o form a nega t i ve a t t i t u d e toward f e r t i l i t y c o n t r o l i n o rder t o 
ma in ta in a consonant s t a t e . 
Demonstrat ing the i n f l u e n c e o f t h i s e v a l u a t i v e p rocess , Brown (1972:520) 
suggests " t h a t the va lue ' i t i s good to have a l a r g e f a m i l y ' may lead t o 
the norm 'one ought t o have as many c h i l d r e n as p o s s i b l e . ' The value and 
the norm suppor ted by the va lue then i n t u r n would have an i n f l u e n c e on one 's 
acceptance o r r e j e c t i o n o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n . " Thus we are l ed t o suggest t h a t 
acceptance o f p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l i s a f u n c t i o n o f f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . 
On the bas is o f the above rev iew o f l i t e r a t u r e and preceding d i s c u s s i o n , 
the f o l l o w i n g p r o p o s i t i o n s p rov ide an o u t l i n e o f the b a s i c t h e o r e t i c a l 
argument (see F igure 1 ) . 
P ropos i t i on 1 : Students w i t h r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n s 
w i l l have h i ghe r f e r t i l i t y values than n o n - a f f i l i a t e d 
s t u d e n t s . 
P r o p o s i t i o n 2 : Whites w i l l have h ighe r f e r t i l i t y values 
than n o n - w h i t e s . 
P r o p o s i t i o n 3: The h ighe r the soc ia l c l a s s , the g rea te r 
the f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . 
P ropos i t i on 4 : Students who perce ive the w o r l d t o be 
overpopu la ted w i l l have lower f e r t i l i t y va lues than those 
who do n o t . 
P ropos i t i on 5 : The g rea te r the f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s , the less 
the p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l w i l l accept government 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l . 
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METHODOLOGY 
Sample 
The data u t i l i z e d f o r t h i s study cons is ted o f 215 anonymous ques t i onna i res 
obta ined from a random sample o f s tudents e n r o l l e d a t V i r g i n i a Commonwealth 
U n i v e r s i t y i n the f a l l o f 1972. Of these 215 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , 35.3 percen t 
were completed by males and 64.7 percent by fema les ; 93.5 percent o f the 
students were wh i te and 6.5 percent non -wh i t e . The educa t iona l l e v e l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n was 38.6 percen t f reshmen, 26.5 percent sophomores, 17.7 pe rcen t 
j u n i o r s , 13.0 percent s e n i o r s , and 4 .2 percent graduate or spec ia l s t u d e n t s . 
The s tudents overwhelmingly repo r ted themselves t o be f rom middle c lass 
f a m i l i e s . F i n a l l y , 76.7 percent repor ted having a s p e c i f i c r e l i g i o u s 
preference and 20.4 percen t repo r ted having no r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n . 
The ope ra t i ona l measures o f the major va r i ab l es cons idered i n t h i s s tudy are 
descr ibed below. 
Soc ia l Class 
Ho l l i ngshead 's Two Fac tor Index o f Soc ia l P o s i t i o n ( H o l l i n g s h e a d , 1957) 
was employed as a measure o f the respondent 's s o c i a l c l a s s . Th is index 
ranks people on a c l ass continuum based on the i n d i v i d u a l ' s occupat ion and 
educa t i on . Both educat ion and occupat ion are g iven a sca le score and 
f a c t o r we igh t . The p roduc t o f these determines the i n d i v i d u a l ' s c l ass 
p o s i t i o n . Three ca tego r i es were used f o r t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n : l o w e r , m i d d l e , 
upper. 
Re l i g i ous A f f i l i a t i o n 
The f o l l o w i n g c r i t e r i a were used as a measure o f r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n . 
Those persons express ing a r e l i g i o u s preference o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ( P r o t e s t a n t , 
C a t h o l i c , Jew ish , and o t h e r ) were ca tegor i zed as hav ing a r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a -
t i o n . The n o n - a f f i l i a t e d ca tegory was composed o f i n d i v i d u a l s who desc r ibed 
themselves as be ing e i t h e r an agnos t i c o r an a t h e i s t . 
Percept ion o f Overpopu la t ion 
In o rder t o measure the s t u d e n t ' s pe rcep t ion o f ove rpopu la t i on each 
respondent was asked the f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n : 
"Do you f e e l t h a t the w o r l d , as i t i s t oday , i s 
overpopu la ted?" 
Dichotomized responses were u t i l i z e d to de f i ne those s tuden ts p e r c e i v i n g o r 
no t pe rce i v i ng o v e r p o p u l a t i o n . 
F e r t i l i t y Values 
A measure o f f e r t i l i t y values was de r i ved f rom severa l c r i t e r i a d e a l i n g 
w i t h s tudent a t t i t u d e s toward the number o f c h i l d r e n t h a t members o f va r i ous 
socioeconomic l e v e l s should have. S i x ca tego r ies were developed t o p rov i de 
a measure o f the respondents ' own f e r t i l i t y des i res and those p r o j e c t e d f o r 
o t h e r s . Those respondents i n d i c a t i n g preferences f o r two o r less c h i l d r e n 
were c l a s s i f i e d as hav ing low f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . Those p r e f e r r i n g t h r e e o r 
more c h i l d r e n were i d e n t i f i e d as hav ing h igh f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . 
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Acceptance o f Governmental Popu la t ion Contro l 
A summated sca le was developed from responses t o 22 statements t o c l a s s i f y 
s tudents accord ing t o t h e i r acceptance o f governmental c o n t r o l . The s t a t e -
ments presented d i f f e r e n t i a l f a m i l y c i rcumstances based on v a r i a t i o n s i n 
r a c e , income, and s i z e f o r which governmental r e s t r i c t i o n s on c o u p l e s ' 
f e r t i l i t y were o r were no t proposed. Each s ta tement was f o l l o w e d by f o u r 
poss ib le responses rang ing f rom s t r o n g l y agree to s t r o n g l y d i s a g r e e . A 
sample i tem from the sca le i s prov ided below: 
The government shou ld l i m i t the number o f c h i l d r e n t h a t 
a low income w h i t e couple w i t h f i v e c h i l d r e n may have. 
s t r o n g l y agree d isagree s t r o n g l y 
agree d isagree 
A p r i n c i p a l - a x i s f a c t o r a n a l y s i s was employed t o e v a l u a t e the sca le i tems 
f o r the ex is tence o f some u n d e r l y i n g p a t t e r n o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s . P r i n c i p a l -
ax is ana l ys i s prov ides a method o f t r ans fo rm ing a g iven s e t o f v a r i a b l e s 
i n t o a new se t o f p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r s t h a t are o r thogona l ( u n c o r r e c t e d ) w i t h 
one another ( N i e , Ben t , and H u l l , 1970) . From t h i s we may examine the 
importance o f a g iven f a c t o r i n terms o f the p r o p o r t i o n o f the va r iance 
i n the data i t accounts f o r . Our i n i t i a l f a c t o r m a t r i x revea led t h a t a l l 
twenty- two sca le i tems loaded h i g h l y (h igh c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t s ) on one 
f a c t o r . The l e a s t amount o f var iance accounted f o r by the p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r 
f o r any i tem i n the sca le was 36 percent ( r 2 = . 3 6 ) . For the e n t i r e sca le 
t h i s f a c t o r accounted f o r 69 percent o f the t o t a l va r i ance ( r 2 = . 6 9 ) . We 
thus considered our sca le to be tapp ing one u n d e r l y i n g d imens ion , a dimension 
which we concep tua l i zed as acceptance o f government p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . 
The respondents were then p laced i n t o dichotomous c a t e g o r i e s based on t h e i r 
summated sca le s c o r e s . Those making scores o f 44 and below were i d e n t i f i e d 
as having low acceptance o f governmental c o n t r o l ; those w i t h scores rang ing 
from 45 to 88 were c l a s s i f i e d as having h igh acceptance o f governmental 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l . 
FINDINGS 
I n i t i a l l y , a major c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t e s t i n g our t h e o r e t i c a l model 
concerns the d i f f e r e n t i a l e f f e c t s o f our independent v a r i a b l e s upon 
f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . We have hypothes ized t h a t f e r t i l i t y va lues w i l l vary by 
r e l i g i o n , soc i a l c l a s s , r a c e , and percep t ion o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n . Our f i n d i n g s 
i n d i c a t e t h a t a l l o f the independent v a r i a b l e s except race were r e l a t e d t o 
f e r t i l i t y values i n the p r e d i c t e d d i r e c t i o n a t low t o moderate l e v e l s . The 
low p o s i t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n s between r e l i g i o n and s o c i a l c l ass w i t h f e r t i l i t y 
values suppor t our e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t s tudents w i t h r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n s 
have h i ghe r f e r t i l i t y values than do n o n - a f f i l i a t e d s tuden ts and t h a t upper 
c lass i n d i v i d u a l s want l a r g e r f a m i l i e s than do t h e i r l ower c l ass pee rs . 
Fur thermore, a d i r e c t l i n k was found between p e r c e p t i o n o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n 
and f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . Th is r e l a t i o n s h i p i n d i c a t e s t h a t s tudents who pe rce ive 
the wo r l d as be ing overpopu la ted are more l i k e l y t o have lower f e r t i l i t y values 
than those s tudents who do no t have such a p e r c e p t i o n . I n examin ing the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between race and f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s , however, one f i n d s a nega t i ve 
a s s o c i a t i o n ( • - . 0 7 ) . This evidence suggests t h a t b l ack s tuden ts tend t o 
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p r e f e r more c h i l d r e n than do wh i t e s tuden ts . Al though t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 
i s oppos i te f rom t h a t p r e d i c t e d , i t i s even more s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d t h a t 
the assoc ia t i on between race and f e r t i l i t y values i s on ly - . 0 7 . Thus, i t 
appears t h a t a s t u d e n t ' s race has l i t t l e impact on the number o f c h i l d r e n 
t h a t he or she may d e s i r e . In l i g h t o f these unexpected f i n d i n g s , the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s and poss ib l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s f o r the f a i l u r e o f race to f i t our 
model w i l l be d iscussed i n the conc lus ion s e c t i o n . 
Second, as p r e d i c t e d , there i s an inverse r e l a t i o n s h i p between f e r t i l i t y 
values and acceptance o f governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l ( = - . 8 7 ) . Th is 
h igh degree o f a s s o c i a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t the fewer c h i l d r e n a s tuden t 
d e s i r e s , the g r e a t e r h i s w i l l i n g n e s s i s to accept p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . As 
p r e v i o u s l y n o t e d , a s tuden t w i t h h igh f e r t i l i t y values may perce ive 
popu la t i on con t ro l as a t h r e a t to h i s des i re f o r a l a r g e f a m i l y . For t h i s 
cohor t o f the s tudent p o p u l a t i o n , con t ro l i s p o t e n t i a l l y incongruous w i t h 
h igh f e r t i l i t y w ishes . On the o t h e r hand, those s tuden ts want ing on l y a 
few c h i l d r e n may view popu la t i on con t ro l as a r e l a t i v e l y innocuous f a c t o r . 
For them popu la t i on c o n t r o l poses few, i f any, i n c o m p a t i b i l i t i e s w i t h low 
f e r t i l i t y va lues . 
Our bas ic e x p e c t a t i o n i s t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the independent 
v a r i a b l e s , s o c i a l c l a s s , r e l i g i o n , r a c e , and pe rcep t i on o f governmental 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l , are i n d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o one another through f e r t i l i t y 
va lues . I f t h i s i s c o r r e c t , one would expect t h a t when the e f f e c t s o f 
f e r t i l i t y values are he l d c o n s t a n t , the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the independent 
and dependent v a r i a b l e s w i l l be reduced t o near z e r o . On the o the r hand, 
i f these r e l a t i o n s h i p s are no t a l t e r e d t o any g rea t e x t e n t , a r e v i s i o n o f 
our model would be r e q u i r e d . When the e f f e c t s o f f e r t i l i t y values are 
p a r t i a l e d o u t , the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between race and r e l i g i o n w i t h acceptance o f 
governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l are s l i g h t l y decreased. A s i m i l a r c o n t r o l 
on the r e l a t i o n s h i p between s o c i a l c lass and acceptance o f popu la t i on c o n t r o l 
had no e f f e c t on the o r i g i n a l a s s o c i a t i o n . Obv ious l y , when cas t as an i n t e r -
vening v a r i a b l e , f e r t i l i t y values appears to e x p l a i n very l i t t l e o f the 
a s s o c i a t i o n between r a c e , r e l i g i o n , soc ia l c l a s s , and acceptance o f p o p u l a t i o n 
c o n t r o l . For these sequences, the evidence does n o t suppor t the proposed 
i n t e r v e n i n g l i n k a g e s . I n s t e a d , we f i n d t h a t w h i l e both r e l i g i o n and s o c i a l 
c lass are r e l a t e d to f e r t i l i t y values ( = .27 and = . 1 0 , r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , they 
appear to be un re la ted t o acceptance o f governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l 
( = .06 and = - . 0 5 ) . On the o the r hand, we f i n d t h a t a l though race i s 
not r e l a t e d to f e r t i l i t y values ( = - . 0 7 ) i t i s d i r e c t l y assoc ia ted w i t h 
acceptance o f popu la t i on c o n t r o l ( = . 2 8 ) . This l a t t e r f i n d i n g i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t wh i te s tudents express a g rea te r w i l l i n g n e s s t o accept governmental 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l than do b lack s t u d e n t s . As noted e a r l i e r , an i n t e r p r e -
t a t i o n o f the unexpected e f f e c t s o f race i n our model w i l l be presented i n 
a l a t e r s e c t i o n . 
Only the r e l a t i o n s h i p between percept ion o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n and acceptance 
o f governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l suggests an i n t e r v e n i n g l i n k a g e through 
f e r t i l i t y va lues . In t h i s case f e r t i l i t y values appear t o e x p l a i n n e a r l y a l l 
o f the assoc ia t i on between the independent and dependent v a r i a b l e s . Thus, 
w i t h a control on f e r t i l i t y values, the original Divariate relationship 
between percep t ion o f ove rpopu la t i on and popu la t i on c o n t r o l was reduced t o 
near ze ro . This r e s u l t i n d i c a t e s t h a t the f e r t i l i t y vaJues o f t h e s tudents 
vary w i t h t h e i r pe rcep t i on o f ove rpopu la t ion and that - these ^ f e r t l l i i t y • 
va lues i n t u rn a f f e c t t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s to accept p ò p u l a t i b n . v c o n t r o l . " 
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B a s i c a l l y , we suggest t h a t i t i s not the pe rcep t i on o f ove rpopu la t i on t h a t 
i n f l uences acceptance o f popu la t i on c o n t r o l , b u t the low f e r t i l i t y des i res 
which are f o s t e r e d by such a p e r c e p t i o n . 
As a f i n a l t e s t o f the p r e d i c t e d l i nkages we must determine the e x t e n t 
to which the a s s o c i a t i o n between f e r t i l i t y values and acceptance o f 
popu la t i on c o n t r o l i s i n f l u e n c e d by the independent v a r i a b l e s . I f t h i s 
a s s o c i a t i o n i s e l i m i n a t e d when soc ia l c l a s s , r e l i g i o n , r a c e , o r pe rcep t ion 
o f ove rpopu la t i on are c o n t r o l l e d , the o r i g i n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p would be 
considered s p u r i o u s . As repo r t ed i n Table 2 , the r e s u l t s f o r the t e s t s o f 
spur iousness show t h a t none o f the independent v a r i a b l e s reduces the h igh 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between f e r t i l i t y values and acceptance o f p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l . 
This s t r o n g l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t the o r i g i n a l b i v a r i a t e a s s o c i a t i o n i s not a 
f u n c t i o n o f the antecedent e f f e c t s o f the independent v a r i a b l e s . Indeed, 
one 's f e r t i l i t y des i res have a g rea t impact on h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o accept 
governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l . 
CONCLUSIONS 
We have presented a model i n which v a r i a t i o n s i n r e l i g i o n , r a c e , 
soc i a l c l a s s , and pe rcep t i on o f ove rpopu la t i on were viewed as determinants 
o f f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . With the excep t ion o f r a c e , a l l the independent v a r i a b l e s 
were r e l a t e d to f e r t i l i t y values i n the p r e d i c t e d d i r e c t i o n s . The s u r p r i s i n g 
f i n d i n g , however, i s the r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l s o f a s s o c i a t i o n between these 
v a r i a b l e s and f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . Thus, c o n t r a r y t o the f i n d i n g s o f p rev ious 
s t u d i e s , v a r i a t i o n s i n bas ic background v a r i a b l e s such as r a c e , s o c i a l 
c l a s s , and r e l i g i o n have l i t t l e e f f e c t on p re fe rence f o r a l a r g e o r smal l 
f a m i l y . 
An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f these unexpected f i n d i n g s may be de r i ved f rom 
Reid and Lyon ( 1 9 7 2 ) . They note t h a t there i s a s c a r c i t y o f research 
dea l i ng w i t h the s o c i a l and psycho log ica l v a r i a b l e s assoc ia ted w i t h f a m i l y 
s i z e , e s p e c i a l l y i n s t u d i e s o f co l l ege respondents . A l though the l i t e r a t u r e 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t r a c e , r e l i g i o n and s o c i a l c lass s u b s t a n t i a l l y a f f e c t the 
f e r t i l i t y des i res o f the general p o p u l a t i o n , t h i s e x p e c t a t i o n may no t be 
a p p l i c a b l e f o r a s e l e c t c o l l e g e sample. O b v i o u s l y , the c o l l e g e campus today 
resembles a q u a s i - m e i t i n g pot t h a t breeds a s t u d e n t s u b c u l t u r e . I t may be 
expected t h a t c e r t a i n v a r i a b l e s which are s a l i e n t f o r the general popu la t i on 
f a i l t o have an impo r t an t i n f l u e n c e i n the c o l l e g e s e t t i n g . Other v a r i a b l e s 
endemic to t h i s unique envi ronment may, however, be o p e r a t i n g , b u t they have 
y e t to be measured i n the research we have examined. 
Perhaps the major f i n d i n g t h a t d i d n o t suppo r t expec ta t i ons de r i ved f rom 
prev ious research s t u d i e s i nvo l ves the l ack o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p between race 
and f e r t i l i t y v a l u e s . I t has been p r e v i o u s l y r e p o r t e d t h a t non -wh i t es , when 
pe rce i v i ng p o t e n t i a l upward m o b i l i t y through inc reased educa t iona l a t t a i n m e n t , 
tend t o reduce t h e i r f e r t i l i t y des i res as a means o f enhancing t h e i r oppor-
t u n i t i e s (Freedman, 1963) . Bogue (1969) p rov ides some suppor t f o r t h i s 
a s s e r t i o n i n h i s f i n d i n g s t h a t co l l ege educated b lacks have lower f e r t i l i t y 
ra tes than t h e i r w h i t e c o l l e a g u e s . The data showed, however, t h a t non-whi tes 
and wh i tes r e p o r t s i m i l a r f e r t i l i t y d e s i r e s . These f i n d i n g s l end suppor t 
t o those who suggest an a s s i m i l a t i o n and a c c u l t u r a t i o n model i n a t t emp t i ng t o 
e x p l a i n the convergence o f non-whi te and w h i t e f e r t i l i t y pa t t e rns t o meet 
the norms and expec ta t i ons he ld by t h e i r newly pe rce i ved re fe rence group 
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(Goldscheider and Uh lenberg , 1967) . Thus, t h i s evidence f o r a co l l ege 
popu la t ion suggests t h a t f e r t i l i t y values do not vary by r a c e . 
The expec ta t i on t h a t acceptance o f government popu la t i on con t ro l i s a 
f u n c t i o n o f f e r t i l i t y des i res was s t r o n g l y suppor ted by the da ta . In 
cons ider ing the e f f e c t s o f f e r t i l i t y values on the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 
s o c i a l c l a s s , r e l i g i o n , r a c e , and acceptance o f p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l , we f i n d , 
however, t h a t f e r t i l i t y values f a i l t o serve as a causal l i n k . For our 
co l lege sample we f i n d t h a t the on l y v a r i a b l e which i s a t l e a s t moderate ly 
r e l a t e d to f e r t i l i t y va lues and which f i t s the proposed i n t e r v e n i n g model 
i s percept ion o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n . Never the less , w h i l e the independent v a r i a b l e s 
supply l i t t l e evidence f rom which we may p r e d i c t f e r t i l i t y d i f f e r e n t i a l s , 
f e r t i l i t y values are found to be an e x c e p t i o n a l l y s t r o n g p r e d i c t o r o f 
acceptance o f governmental popu la t i on c o n t r o l . Thus our bas ic concern i n 
examining one's acceptance o f popu la t i on c o n t r o l appears t o depend upon 
those under l y ing dimensions f u n c t i o n i n g i n the c o l l e g e s t u d e n t ' s env i ronment 
t h a t i n f l uence h i s f e r t i l i t y d e s i r e s . The ques t i on i nvo lves not why one 
des i res c h i l d r e n b u t why he des i res a c e r t a i n number o f c h i l d r e n . 
In summary, t he s i g n i f i c a n c e o f our f i n d i n g s i nvo l ves the f a i l u r e o f 
prominent background v a r i a b l e s such as s o c i a l c l a s s , race and r e l i g i o n 
to a f f e c t s u b s t a n t i a l l y one 's pre ference f o r low o r h igh f e r t i l i t y . 
Poss ib le areas o f r e s e a r c h , t h e r e f o r e , should i n c l u d e measures o f the 
i n t e r a c t i o n a l and combined e f f e c t s o f these v a r i a b l e s on f e r t i l i t y d e s i r e s 
as they operate i n the c o l l e g e s t u d e n t ' s soc ia l m i l i e u . 
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Table 1 
Zero Order C o r r e l a t i o n M a t r i x 
(Gamma C o e f f i c i e n t s ) 
Va r i ab les 
X l h X 3 x 4 X 5 X 6 
Race x 1 1.00 .67 - .46 .42 - . 0 7 .28 
Soc ia l Class h 1.00 - . 2 8 .22 .10 - . 05 
R e l i g i o n h 1.00 - . 3 8 .27 .06 
Percept ion o f Overpopu la t ion 
x 4 1.00 - . 3 6 .22 
F e r t i l i t y Values h 1.00 - . 8 7 
Governmental Popu la t ion Con t ro l h 1 .00 
Table 2 
P a r t i a l Gamma C o e f f i c i e n t s 
Contro l V a r i a b l e : F e r t i l i t y Values Xg 
Governmental Popu la t ion Cont ro l 
X-, Race 720" 
X 2 Soc ia l Class - . 05 
X 3 R e l i g i o n .02 
X4 Percept ion o f Overpopu la t ion .05 
Test o f Spuriousness 
X 5 Xg.XT = - . 8 4 
X 5 Xg.X 2 = - . 8 0 
X 5 X 6 * X 3 = ~ J 1 
X5 X6-X4 = - . 8 3 
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F igure 1 
Pred ic ted Linkages 
X 1 (Race) 
X 2 (Soc ia l 
Xg ( R e l i g i o n ) 
X. (Percept ion o f 
4 Overpopu la t ion) 
Xc ( F e r t i l i t y . 
} Values) 
X 6 (Acceptance o f 
Governmental 
XlJ— ^ P o p u l a t i o n C o n t r o l ) 
